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News Release

RugMark introduces the new GoodWeave label
RugMark International, the organisation responsible for implementing the RugMark certification programme, has announced the introduction of the new GoodWeave™ label.  GoodWeave reflects the organisation’s additional and evolving commitment to environmental and social issues, over and above illegal child labour, and its commitment to enhanced standards.  The RugMark label will be phased out.
    The organisation remains committed to its founding principles of eradicating child labour in the hand-made rug and carpet industry of South Asia, providing education and rehabilitation to rescued child workers and support to their communities.  It is currently active in both India and Nepal, and has recently joined the International Social and Environmental Accreditation and Labelling Alliance (ISEAL), the global leader in setting norms and best practices for voluntary standards, and is developing new ones accordingly.  

    In the UK, active supporters of the label include major importers such as Jacaranda Carpets and Asiatic Carpets, leading high street chains such as Laura Ashley and B&Q and an increasing number of interior designers and independent retailers such as The Rug Company, WovenGround and Knots Interiors.  
    Sam Towle, UK Director of RugMark, explains the additional relevance the GoodWeave label will have: “Retailers and designers are increasingly concerned about a wider set of issues beyond child labour, such as preventing damage to the environment, and ensuring that adult workers receive decent pay and working conditions.  As an organisation with an independent inspectorate, already visiting production facilities to rescue working or at risk children, we are in the best position to instigate and deliver enhanced standards in these areas.  For example, we are currently investigating water filtration systems, and plan to look at the potential for using solar power.”
    RugMark hopes, in due course, to be able to expand its activities into other countries, beyond Nepal and India.  It is estimated that 300,000 children are exploited in the South Asian carpet and rug industry alone, and many children aged four to fourteen are kidnapped or sold into debt bondage. 
    In the UK the new GoodWeave label will be phased in during the second half of 2009.  The GoodWeave label is set to become the most widely recognised symbol of integrity, authenticity and social justice in the carpet and rug industry, recognised by suppliers, designers, retailers and consumers alike.  
To sign up to the GoodWeave label please contact Samantha Towle, Director of RugMark UK on T: 07740 459279, E: info@rugmark.org.uk or visit www.rugmark.org.uk
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Images: The new GoodWeave logo is available and a selection of images of rug weaving and RugMark funded schools in Nepal and India.
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