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NEWS RELEASE

Semi precious stones light up the bathroom

In the pursuit of new and exotic effects designers Jezzar Giray and Vlad Leshenco of Giray Design Company (GDC) turned to Capital Marble Design, for its expertise in procuring and working stone, to interpret their ideas for a Knightsbridge bathroom featuring back-lit, semi-precious stone.  Capital Marble Design created a dramatic, back-lit, double wash basin carved in Alabastro Egiziano and steam room plinths carved in Labradorite for this most unique project.
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  Designers Jezzar Giray and Vlad Leshenco created a black box design for an ensuite bathroom as part of a refurbishment project in a ground floor apartment in Knightsbridge.  At just 2.5m x 2.5m the challenge was to bring New York style to Knightsbridge within the constraints of a 19th century London building for the film producer owner. 

    The walls and floor are clad in black composite stone, against which the colours of the Egyptian desert are contrasted in the back-lit, semi precious stonework of the wash basins, which are carved in a limestone onyx, and the pedestals, which are made from Labradorite from Madagascar.  A Dornbracht Rainsky ceiling rose is inset in the shower ceiling, a Cut faucet from Boffi and Alessi pod-like WC mounted on the wall. The overall effect is exotic luxury within a minimalist environment.

Capital Marble Design has a long history of carving stone and has a workshop in London.  Joanna Kossak-Cox, Managing Director explains: “We worked closely with GDC to ensure we captured their obsession for minimalist, clean lines, confident that we could push beyond the boundaries of what is normally possible in stone”.

Understanding the structure and inherent weaknesses of a block of semi precious stone is of paramount importance when carving something as technically demanding as the GDC wash basin. The trust GDC put in Capital Marble Design, to find the right stone for the project and then interpret their design, was well-founded resulting in a completely unique and dramatic bathroom interior.

Contacts:

Capital Marble Design: T: 020 8968 5340 www.capitalmarble.co.uk 

Giray Design Company: +44 (0)845 427 4310 www.giraydesigncompany.com
Further information

Labradorite

Labradorite is a mineral which is deceptively beautiful. It is generally an unremarkable dark looking mineral until a colorful shiller is observed glowing on the surface. Labradorite can produce a colorful play of light across sliced sections called labradorescence. The usually intense colours range from blues and violets through greens, yellows and oranges. 

The color display is from lamellar intergrowths inside the crystal and the colour effect is caused by a ray of light entering a layer and being refracted back and forth by deeper layers. If the layers are carved too thickly or too thinly or the light angle is incorrect then the labradorescence is invisible.  

Alabastro Egiziano

Not to be mistaken for Egyptian Alabaster, Alabastro Egiziano is a limestone onyx featuring dramatic, golden-brown stripes.  It is a hard stone which was used extensively in the Pharaonic period for sarcophagi, also in the linings of tombs and the ceiling and walls of temples.  Working with Alabastro Egiziano takes time and skill to ensure it does not fracture along the veins and to expose its natural beauty to best advantage.
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