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PRESS RELEASE
Jackfield transforms tiled floor at Kew Gardens
The Marianne North Gallery at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (RGB Kew) has officially reopened following a two year, £3.7m renovation and conservation project encompassing both the fabric of the building and its unique painting collection.  Taking centre stage is the stunning Geometric tiled floor, complete with intricate border, which is an authentic replica of the original Victorian floor, and which has been expertly re-created by Craven Dunnill Jackfield, the specialist tile manufacturer based in Shropshire.
    The Gallery was designed by architectural historian James Ferguson and purpose-built to house the work of botanical artist Marianne North, who donated her unique collection of paintings to RGB (Kew) in 1882.  Her art documents over 900 exotic and rare plant species from her world travels, and provides a unique snapshot of the world’s flora and fauna over 100 years ago.

    Craven Dunnill Jackfield specialises in designing and making Geometric and Encaustic tiled floors, and is acclaimed for its exacting standards and authenticity.  When first approached by Bob Howard at Wilson & Wylie Contracts, the flooring contractors, there was little more than an old photograph plus one or two original tiles to suggest how the floor originally looked when it was first laid.
    “I contacted Jackfield as I knew we needed to work with a company which would buy into the entire project, including producing scaled working drawings”, Bob explains.  Craven Dunnill Jackfield became an important member of the team from the outset, working closely with the Architects Donald Insall Associates, main contractor Concentra, and Wilson & Wylie the flooring contractor.  
    After initial discussions, Craven Dunnill Jackfield produced CAD drawings, to scale, of the proposed bordered floors for the gallery and terrace areas, making allowances for walls which were untrue and creep, which naturally occurs when laying a complex tile design.  For linking areas, such as doorways, there was no historical reference material; hence one of the in-house designers at Craven Dunnill Jackfield, Jon Griffiths, designed these areas to complement the main floor area.  He also worked into the border of the main floor area intricate details such as an interweaving motif using border slip tiles; this is not immediately obvious to the eye, but provides an additional interesting feature to the floor.

    The Marianne North Gallery is approximately 14.5m long by 6.5m wide.  Each square metre is made up of 200 individual tiles: octagons, hexagons, pentagons, squares, triangles, parallelograms and oblong slips.  Precision in manufacture and then in laying the floor was of paramount importance, in order to ensure the design would fit and sit centrally in the room. 

    Craven Dunnill Jackfield is located on the site of the original Craven Dunnill tile factory in Jackfield, Shropshire, which was founded in1871; it uses techniques, processes and materials which date back to the Victorian era: a period when English made ceramic tiles became highly sought-after, adorning prestigious public buildings and the homes of the wealthy throughout the Empire.

    Jon Griffiths was involved in the project from beginning to end: “It was a taxing and arduous task involving making 22,000 tiles, all 12 mm thick with the square edges, unique to that era, and then hand-cutting 6,500 tiles for the border – we had to be totally precise, otherwise the border would just not have fitted together.”  Likewise, darker colours, required to match existing tiles on the terrace, proved problematic, as they could only be achieved by carefully selecting the right hot spots in the kiln.
    The preparation of the gallery floor and laying the complex design was undertaken by Wilson & Wiley, experts in this field and award winners for their specialised installations.  Working within such narrow tolerances and ensuring the pattern is lined through requires extensive training and experience: skills which the company has encouraged and maintained over its 85 year history. The company also restored the tiled terrace.   
    Jonathan Farley, Senior Conservator at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew says: "Restoring and conserving the Marianne North Gallery has been one of highlights of Kew's 250th anniversary year. One of the most striking changes which visitors will notice is the historic tiled floor. The complex design was masterfully reconstructed by the team from Craven Dunnill Jackfield from a hazy photo and a few tiles, and its restoration has transformed the Gallery. It is a delight to finally walk into the Gallery and see it as Marianne North would have done over 100 years ago."
    The newly restored Marianne North Gallery is considered to be a hidden gem at Kew Gardens and certainly worth visiting. Undoubtedly, the eye will be drawn to the 833 vibrant paintings on the wall but take a look at the floor – it is an outstanding example of a Victorian Geometric floor made in Shropshire in 2009.
Contacts:
Tile manufacturer: Craven Dunnill Jackfield T: 01952 884124 www.cravendunnill-jackfield.co.uk
Floor contractor: Wilson & Wylie Contracts: T: 0207 245 9888  www.wilsonwylie.co.uk
Architect: Donald Insall Associates (London): T: 0207 245 9888 www.donaldinsallassociates.co.uk
Main contractor: Concentra T: 0199 278 9000 www.concentra.ltd.uk
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew: For more information please contact the RBG Kew press office on 020 8332 5607 or email pr@kew.org 

For more information on the re-opening of the Marianne North Gallery please see http://www.kew.org/press/marianne_north_reopens.html 
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